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LO.vnON: PRfNTSf) BY WOODFALL AND EIVDICR, 
ANGKI. rOIIRT, ftKINNKR bTRKRT. 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 



THE MORNING HERALD. 

" The movement (for a Tribunal of Commerce) appears to be making progress 
since it has broken ground, and although, perhaps, more tardy of advance than 
its author might feel to be desirable — ^yet on the whole it may be deemed satis- 
IjMjtory, for the safest of all reforms are those which are most patiently elaborated 
and submitted to the test of the most authoritative weight of evidence. Mr. 
Lyne has done well, therefore, to collect a synopsis of public opinion on the sub- 
ject, wherein is embodied a mass of testimonials of the highest authorities, judi- 
cial, legislative, professional, parliamentary, mercantile, manufacturing, and trad- 
ing with a vast majority of the press, from the Lord Chancellor, Lords Denman, 
Campbell, Overstone, Lord John Russell, Lord Whamcliffe, and Sir J. Romilly, 
downwards, impressively advocating reforms in the administration of commercial 
law, and for the greater part the more especial institution of Tribunals of Com- 
merce, to the end.'* 

THE ATHEN^UM. 

" Until some better method of administering the commercial law of this 
country is provided, we shall seek in vain for any real remedy by merely correct- 
ing the details of our legislation." 

THE TIMES. 

" If we wish to substitute simplicity for complexity, and natural narrative for 
technical jargon, it will be much easier to do this by FOUNDING A NEW 
SYSTEM logically deduced from a few simple and admitted principles." 

" When Engliahmen some time since pointed to France and to the Code 
Napoleon, they were told that the whole system based upon that code was un- 
Buited to England. This answer silenced if it did not convince." 

THE DAILY NEWS. 

" The extraordinary thing is, that the merchant princes of the world's emporium 
should so long have submitted the settlement of their mercantile transactions to 
the costly and comparatively ignorant arbitration of lawyers." 

"HOUSEHOLD WORDS," by Chables Dickens. 

" There are tales of the counter and the counting-house which would stir flesh 
and blood with very simple telling •»•**» The mockery of law, 
which, after grinding and grating upon a man's heart year after year for eight 
years, tossing him on a bed of thorns while his case was being argued and re- 
argued, heard and re-heard in court after court, — advises him to bring the whole 
case before a competent tribunal ! Where is there such a thing (for patent wrongs) 
as a competent tribunal in England, as the law now stands V 



THE LAW REVIEW. 
(t 



Mr. Francis Lyne has addressed a letter to Lord Brougham in the papers 
» * We extract the following passages relative to the important subject of 
Tribunals of Commerce, now, we sincerely rejoice to find, occupying the atten- 
tion of the mercantile body in the city of London." 
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THE MORNING CHRONICLE. 

" The official leaders of Parliamentary deliberation have established no claim 
either on our gratitude for the past, or on our confidence for the future. Of the 
important improvements which have been made in various departments of our 
jurisprudence, very few can be said to be, in any sense of the term, Government 



measures." 



THE TIMES. 

" It would be idle to waste further time in discussing a general principle • • • 
We do not pronounccoa man's judgment to be independent when his reason 
directs him to one conclusion, and his interests — ^real or supposed — draw him to 
another." 

- MEN GROWN DESPERATE ARE APT TO MAKE SHORT 
WORK OF IT WHEN THEY BEGIN,* AND THE PEOPLE 
OF ENGLAND CANNOT CONSENT TO BE THE ONLY NA- 
TION IN THE WORLD IN WHICH AN AGED, DECREPIT, 
AND WORN-OUT AS WELL AS COMPLICATED SYSTEM 
IS PERMITTED TO HANG UPON, AND WEIGH DOWN, 
AND CRUSH THE ENERGIES OF AN OTHERWISE AC- 
TIVE AND IMPROVING PEOPLE." 

THE ECONOMIST. 

" We do not condem& Chambers of Commerce ; but the difference between 
them and Commercial Tribunals, and the superior advantages of the latter, ought 
not to be overlooked." 

THE TIMES. 

'' Just at this minute some lawyer, a man segregated from the lay world, and 
initiated in all the hidden mysteries of the crafb, comes forth from the ranks and 

DEOLABES THAI THE UNLEABNED OBJECTORS ABE IN THE BIGHT. 

* VIDE APPENDIX. 




FOURTH REPORT. 



The Committee of the " Tribunal of Commerce Association " 
consider that the time has arrived when it is dae to their sub- 
scribers, and of advantage to the public, that they should report 
the progress that has been made toward carrying out the objects 
for which the Association was originally formed. 

It will be remembered, that the first Committee was composed 
of the following gentlemen, soon after the Meeting at the Hall of 
Commerce, on the 19th February, 1851, which was presided over 
by the Lord Mayor of London, viz. : — 

Committee. 

The Right Hon. LORD WHARNCLIFFE, President 



RioHARB Thornton, Esq. (Messrs. R. & 
R. Thornton and West.) 

Sir Jamks Duke, Bart., M.P. for the 
City of London. 

Arthur Anderson, Esq., M.P. for 
Orkney and Shetland. (Peninsular 
and O. S. N. Company.) 

Frederick Somes, Esq. (Messrs. Jos. 
and Fred. Somes.) 

Charles Cowan, Esq., M.P. for Edin- 
burgh. (Messrs. Alexander Cowan 
and Sons.) 

John MacGregor, Esq., M.P. for Glas- 
gow, and Governor of the Royal Bri- 
tish Bank. 

Thomas Q. Finnis, Esq., Alderman. 
(Messrs. Finnis and Fisher.) 

Edward L. Beits, Esq. (Messrs. Peto, 
M.P. for Norwich, and Betts.) 

Matthew Forjster, Esq., M.P. for Ber- 
wick. (Messrs. Forster and Smith.) 

Ross D. Manoles, Esq., M.P. for Guild- 
ford. (East India Director.) 

B. M. WiLLOox, Esq., M.P. for South- 
ampton. (Peninsular and 0. S. N. 
Company.) 

William Soholbfield, Esq., M.P. for 
Birmingham. 



Joseph Hume, Esq., M.P. for Montrose. 

John Williams, Esq., M.P. for Maccles- 
field. 

Jacob Bell, Esq., M.P. 

Robert J. Tennbnt, Esq., M.P. for 
Belfast. 

James Kershaw, Esq., M.P. for Stock- 
port. 

J. Lewis Rioardo, Esq., M.P. for Stoke- 
upon-Trent. 

William Marshall, Esq., M.P. for East 
Cumberland. 

D. C. Aylwin, Esq. (Messrs. D. C. 
Aylwin and Co.) 

William Tottie, Esq. (Messrs. Charles 
Tottie and Son.) 

Montaou Gk>RE, Esq. 

Thomas Aston, Esq. (Messrs. Aston, 
Griffiths, and Co.) 

Henry Hanmer Lbtobster, Esq. 

Count de Torrib Diaz. (Messrs. Zulueta 
and Co.) 

Alexander Black, Esq. (Messrs. Black 
and Gayford.) 

Lawrenob Hetworth, Esq., M.P. for 
Derby. 

George Sanders, Esq., M.P. for Wake- 
field. 
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J. B. Smith, Esq., MP. for Stirling. 

John Hall, Esq. ^Messrs. Hall and 
Boyd.) 

William Swann, Esq. 

Joseph Trdeman, Esq. (Messrs. True- 
man and Rouse.) 

John Boyes, Esq. (Messrs. Farley and 
Boyes.) 

John Johnson, Esq. (Messrs. John John- 
son and Son.) 

R. J. R. Campbell, Esq. (Manager of 
Western Bank of India.) 



H. MuGOERiDOE, Esq. (Messrs. H. and 

E. Muggeridge.) 
J. Hippisly Jacob, Esq. (Messrs. Carr 

and Jacob.) 
Edward Maomurdo, Esq. (Messrs. Davy, 

Mackmurdo, and Co.) 
Thomas Henry Flasket, Esq. (Messrs. 

Flasket Brothers.) 
Michael T. Bass, Esq., M.P. for Derby. 

(Messrs. Bass, Ratcliffe, and Gretton.) 
Jeremiah Evans, Esq. (Messrs. Evans, 

Son, and Co.) 



Trustees. 

The Right Hon. Lord Wharncliffe. 
Montagu Gore, Esq. 

FRANCIS LYNE, Esq., Honorary Secretary, 12, Mark Lane. 

The special object of the Association was to call attention to 
Tribunals of Commerce and Reconcilement Courts, under the 
belief that, in the Courts of Reconciliation (which occupy, in 
some degree, the position of civil grand juries), a very considerable 
number of cases might be amicably settled before passing into the 
hands of the legal profession, which (however honest individually) 
has a direct pecuniary interest * in aggravating the ill feelings and 
exaggerating the conflicting claims of Plaintiff and Defendant; 
and that, in Courts of Arbitration, gentlemen of special qualifica- 
tions, from their knowledge of the usages of commerce, the imphed 
meaning in contracts, the technicalities connected with trade, 
manufacturing processes, patent rights with building, mining, 
navigation, marine insurance, and so forth, should decide upon 
the many cases constantly arising in this eminently commercial 
country, which are now left to the lottery of purely lawyer-made 
tribunals, without any security that the lawyer, judge, or the 
choMce collected jury in the slightest degree comprehend the 
questions on which they are called upon to decide. 

The first step taken by the Executive Committee was to ascer- 
tain the opinion of the merchants and traders of London, as well 
as the Chambers of Commerce throughout the country, as to the 
necessity for, and best means of, effecting a reform of our system 
in the administration of commercial law. Very great and many 
difficulties were presented to your Committee, and this led them 
to seek advice from some of the most eminent lawyers in this 

* It is said, on good authority, that there are upwards of 100 starving attomies 
in London eager for opportunities. 



country ; and, by their advice, your Committee obtained for their 
guidance information from France, Malta, Belgium, Denmark, the 
Danish island of St. Thomas, and other places, where these 
Tribunals of Commerce have long been established, and where the 
principle on which they act is found to be not only an advantage 
to the merchant, but a necessity for the due administration of 
justice to those who pass their lives in the midst of usages on 
which, in the hurry of business, they repose all their confidence. 

By various meetings and numerous publications, your Com- 
mittee strived to arouse the public mind to the consideration of 
these facts. Their labour was very heavy ; and difficulties were 
presented at one time which appeared to be insurmountable, 
owing to the general belief that such a revolution in principle as 
your Committee suggested would never be sanctioned in this 
country. In 1853 it was proposed that your Committee should 
prepare a petition to the Houses of Lords and Commons, praying 
for inquiry into the whole subject ; but your Committee, though 
using every exertion, could not get the merchants and traders to 
sign it, chiefly on account of the fear, as it appeared to your 
Committee, of giving offence to the legal profession. Under 
these circumstances, it was determined that your present Chairman 
(Mr. Francis Lyne) should sign the petition, in the name of the 
Association, and the following was the result: — 

" Imperial Parliament. — Housje of Lords, Friday, 24th June, 

1853. — Tribunals of Commerce. 

" Earl Granville presented a Petition from au Association in London 
for the Improvement of the Law, representing the advantages which 
would ensue from the establishment of Tribunals of Commerce in this 
country. 

** Lord Wharncliffe said, he considered this petition worthy of atten- 
tion. The subject of the establishment of Tribunals of Commerce 
was of great importance to the mercantile world. Tribunals of Com- 
merce were often confounded with Chambers of Commerce, but nothing 
could be more distinct. Chambers of Commerce were for the protec- 
tion of the public interests of the trade. Tribunals of Commerce were 
for adjudicating upon matters of dispute ; and, being composed of mer- 
cantile men, they were far more likely to arrive at a just determina- 
tion of such questions than others could possibly be, and, in the ab- 
sence of any proposal on the subject from Government, he should feel 
it his duty to direct their Lordships' attention to the subject in the 
course of next Session." 
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Soon after this, the health of the late Lord Whamcliffe gave 
way, and in his loss your Committee and the public sustained a 
calamity which it would be too painful to attempt to picture.* 

However, by vast labour, time, and a very large expenditure of 
money, your Committee carried their publications into all parts of 
Great Britain ; and the difficulty of getting the public to sign the 
petition has now passed away, as every other difficulty has ; and 
your Committee, with humility and gratitude, wish to report that 
the most abundant success has, at length, crowned all their 
labours; the petitions that they now hold, addressed to the 
Houses of Lords and Commons, are signed by the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor of the City of London, by many of the senior 
Aldermen, by Mr. Sheriff Kennedy, by William Pritchard, Esq., 
High Bailiff of the Borough of Southwark, by peers of the realm, 
by the mayors and senior magistrates of the following places — 
Sheffield, Torquay, Haverfordwest, Leominster, Bolton, Yeovil, 
Petersfield, Swansea, Shoreham, Ramsgate, Bedford, Llanelly, 
Reading, Faversham, Peterborough, Congleton, Stoke-upon -Trent, 
Lyme Regis, Chipping Norton, Southampton, Winchester, Folke- 
stone, Halifax, Dover, Hartlepool, Oxford, Cambridge, Totness, 
Newport, Monmouth, &c. ; and your Committee beg of you to 
keep in mind that all these gentlemen represent Town Councils. 
Your Committee have also secured the support of the following 
Chambers of Commerce : — Liverpool, Bristol, Worcester, Ply- 
mouth, and many others. Bankers, also, of the very highest 
importance, in twelve of our largest trading towns, have signed the 
petition ; and so have Dr. Lee, LL.D., Mr. Alderman Wire, and 
other lawyers, who have been in practice for nearly half a century. 
One of the largest law stationers in London has also signed the 
petition, as he has told your Committee, because of very strong 
conscientious feelings urging him so to do ; and when the prin- 
ciple of the Reconcilement Court, so strongly urged by Lord 
Brougham, was clearly set forth by your Committee, then very 
many of the most eminent of the Metropolitan clergy, represent- 
ing all creeds, came forward and signed the petition prepared by 
your Committee; and to these are to be added hundreds of 
signatures, representing some of the largest merchants, traders 

• No chisel could ever yet cut breath, but in the monuments erected to other 
men, the late Lord Whamcliffe lives ; for, to each cold, unfeeling figure of a man I 
see, I exclaim, " How unlike the late Lord Whamcliffe !" — F. L. 
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and brokers of the City of London, employing millions of pounds 
sterling as capital in the trade of the country. 

The business of your Committee is confined to the seeking out 
a system that will tend to prevent litigation, and that will, when 
disputes do take place, administer justice, as far as possible, with- 
out costs too heavy to bear. 

Your Committee are not law reformers, in the strict sense of 
the word, but they do with gratitude admit that law reformers 
have done a vast deal of good for the country since 1852 ; rapi- 
dity and economy have both come from their labours ; the present 
powers of the County Courts are a great blessing for the country ; 
the processes of the Superior Courts of Law have been simplified 
and rendered cheaper ; the Court of Chancery has been pruned 
down, and prepared for yet more unsparing pruning ; the Court 
of Bankruptcy has been remodelled; the Encumbered Estates 
Courts in Ireland have shown what can be done, where the will 
really exists, for simplifying the laws affecting landed property, 
and, in fact, cutting the Gordian knot which conveyancers, at so 
much a folio, have been engaged in tying round the necks of our 
landed proprietors for more than three centuries. Altogether, 
lawyers and law-makers have been compelled' by the force of 
public opinion (in the education of which the "Tribunals of 
Commerce Association " has had no unimportant patt) to make a 
series of very decided, although still lamentably insuflScient, steps 
in advance. 

But the public have still reason to complain, and do, as set 
forth in their petitions, complain, that a vast number of cases are 
carried into Courts of Law, and what, in judicial facetiousness, 
are called Courts of Equity, at an enormous consumption of time 
and money, which ought never to have been litigated at all, and 
which never would have been litigated* had there been tribunals 
before which Plaintiffs and Defendants could be summoned to a 
private hearing, with the view of effecting a reconciliation, with- 
out placing their disputes in the hands of a profession whose 
interest it is to prolong negotiations and aggravate differences. 
It is at this point tliat your Committee appear as refonners, and 
insist upon it that the change they plead for would put an end to 
a fearful amount of distress now existing in this country. It 
should be remembered that questions of simple contract debt, and 

* Vide Appendix. 
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all matters of account, especially those of partnerships, executor- 
ships,* trusteeship, marine insurances, charter parties, and such 
like, give rise to questions which a judge versed in accounts, 
sitting from day to day, with full powers to examine all parties 
interested, would decide in a week, are still carried into Courts of 
Law, and there litigated until the funds are exhausted and the 
parties ruined, or referred to arbitration after a vast useless ex- 
pense has been incurred. 

That disputes about patents of inventions, involving for the 
comprehension of the merits of each case a knowledge of at least 
the principles of mechanics, or hydraulics, or chemistry, are 
dragged through a series of courts, under the harrows of judges 
and juries who learn all they know on the subject on the day of 
the trial, from contradictory statements of adverse advocates and 
opposing scientific witnesses! That under our jury system a 
question of agricultural cultivation may be left to a jury of mer- 
chants, and a question of a purely nautical character to a jury of 
farmers and country shopkeepers, and that a series of other 
anomalous absurdities are perpetrated whenever English justice is 
put in motion to decide any question of fact, and which involves 
special technical knowledge. 

Your Committee have thought it right to give in the Appendix 
to this Keport a few cases t illustrative of the hardships and absurd 
cruelties inflicted on suitors by the present state of the English 
law. Of Scotch law they will only observe, that it is so involved 
and unjust in its operation as regards Englishmen, that many 
respectable EngUsh firms, as your Committee are well informed, 
absolutely refuse to give any credit in Scotland, having found by 
experience that it is almost impossible for an Englishman to 
recover debts in that country. Your Committee believe that 
among the numerous parties of high standing in all the money- 
making pursuits of this country, there would be no difficulty in 
finding individuals capable of inspiring confidence as arbitrators 
on all special and technical questions. 

Your Committee would recommend that lists of such indivi- 
duals, classified under the heads of their special qualifications, 
should be annually prepared ; as, for instance, merchants in various 

* Vide Appendix. 

t Selected by, and given on the personal responsibility of, the Chairman. — F. L. 
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branches of trade, produce and ship brokers, agriculturists and 
land agents, miners, tesitile manufacturers, ship-builders, navi- 
gators, (fcc, to be pricked for to serve for the year. 

Your Committee would fur]ther advise that a general Act should 
be passed tp give special powers to arbitrators, which would render 
a deed of submission unnecessary. These lists should be pub- 
lished by authority, and the fees fixed. 

By such a system a great step in advance would be made, as 
the difficulty of finding an arbitrator would be overcome, as well 
as the delay and difficulty of preparing and executing a deed of 
submission. In addition to published lists of public arbitrators, 
might be powers given to Judges in Chambers, or County Court 
Judges, to decide in the earliest stage of a dispute, say, of ac- 
counts, or as to the quality of goods manufactured, that it was a 
proper case for arhitration, an immense amount of litigation 
might he saved by thus at once destroying the power of a 
stubborn or a dishonest man,^ As to the appointment of judges 
or courts of reconciliation, it is believed that the office might with 
advantage be established on a purely honorary footing like our 
unpaid magistracy; but this is a point on which your Committee 
lay no stress. 

In considering the possibility of superseding, to a very great 
extent, the operations of the Courts of Law and Equity and Ad- 
miralty and the Ecclesiastical Courts by Courts of Arbitration, it 
is well to be remembered that some of the most intelUgent and 
acute of the commercial community decide all their differences by 
arbitration. In every county, among agriculturists, there are a 
number of practical men who add to their business as farmers 
that of valuers, and decide nine- tenths of the disputed questions 
between landlords and the ingoing and outgoing tenants without 
resorting to law. But secret Courts your Committee absolutely 
object to. 

The Quakers, the Jews, and the Greeks settle all their differ- 
ences by arbitration, and all the great commercial countries in 
Europe make the principle compulsory, as some of our insurance 
offices and other public bodies now do. Among railway engi- 
neers and contractors in this country, disputed questions are 
almost invariably referred to an engineer, by some of whom hun- 

* Vide Appendix. 
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dreds of thousands of pounds and scores of cases are decided in 
the course of a year. Your Committee believe that the objects 
sought by your Association are of an eminently practical and 
beneficial character, and they feel confident that the great com- 
mercial public are now made fully aware of the important bene- 
fits, as regards the home and foreign trade of this country, which 
might be derived firom Reconcilement and Arbitration Courts. 
Your Committee, therefore, humbly pray of you to continue to 
them your liberal support, so that at the last their labours may be 
crowned with complete success. 

FRANCIS LYNE, Chairman. 



At a Meeting held at the London Tavern on the 9th May, 
1856, 

It was Moved by THOMAS ASTON, Esq., 

Seconded by GEORGE REAY, Esq., 
That this REPORT be adopted, printed, and circulated. 

Adopted Nem, Con. 

FRANCIS LYNE, Chairman. 



APPENDIX. 



6, Hunter Street, Brunswick Square, 
16th May, 1866. 

KIBKMAN DANIEL HODGSON, Esq. 

Messrs. Finlat, Hodgson & Co. 

Deab Sir, — The time has now arrived when the Tribunal of Com- 
merce Association cannot longer delay giving to the public its Fourth 
Beport with candour and fearlessness. I shall endeavour to show that 
if high station has luxuries to enjoy, it also has responsibilities from 
which it cannot escape, and that it is unwise in the rich to provoke 
both the power and " the inconvenience of the ten commandments" The 
treatment I have experienced from your party has been cruel towards 
myself, and unjust towards the public. When I was a very young 
man, Mr. John Benjamin Heath reported to me so fiEivourably of one 
of his foreign correspondents (I am well convinced saying at the time 
what he felt), that in my very first transaction I lost nearly £10,000 
by the man ; this circumstance I did hope (as long ago I wrote to Mr. 
Heath) would have induced him to have had some kind feeling for me 
when, for a public good, I had got into some trouble ; but you are all, in 
the Bank Parlour, cruel and unfeeling, and hard against me, but I have 
done my utmost, and with long suffering, to save your class ; at the last, 
however, by your treatmeht (I mean that of your party), the question was 
presented to me, " Which would I do, sacrifice the Golden Image in the 
City of London, or the cause of truth now placed in my hands ? " The 
painfulness of my position every proper thinking man vdll sympathise 
with, as he reflects on the world-wide interests now in my keeping, 
staked upon my honour and every feeling that has the rule over me, 
commanding that I do not allow any man to trifle with the movement.* 
Mr. Hankey*s conscientious scruples, and yet his refusing to meet me, 
when, through you, I have told him he is cloaked in untruth, has 
caused much to burst forth now, which must be painful to many, and 
for which I hold him responsible, for he left me by his conduct with* 
out the power to save the most guilty ; and let me assure you when I 
say that the Appendix to our Report will be painful to you, that it is 
also, very, to myself, and believe me, if it was not painful to me lo 
give pain, I would multiply gross cases of wrong and robbery by members 

* " You must obey me soon or late : 
Why will you vainly struggle with your fate?" 

Dbtdbn. 
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of your class ; what I have given I give to serve the country, not to 
gratify any malice of my own, as you will Judge by all I have done (as 
you now know) to avoid it. I hope I have exposed enough to show 
British oppression in its most powerful and ghastly form, and that no 
more will be required of me to urge Great Britain, as one man, to 
take up the cause I plead for ; for in this country now, if the rich and 
the poor fall out, the poor cannot be saved by truth — it requires the 
money of the rich to get the luxury of justice. I too well know now 
that all great movements require strength, courage, and sagacity. I 
can only say my strength now rests on Mr. Hankey's conduct — my 
courage on the cause of truth ; and as for sagacity, vice was so manifest 
in the reasoning of Mr. Hankey's letter which you sent to me, and his 
subsequent proceeding, that I could not help seeing the virtue of de- 
stroying such an ambush foe to a great and noble cause. I remain, 

Yours very faithfully, 

FRANCIS LYNE. 



Brougham Hall, 
25th Sept., 1850. 

Lord Brougham presents his best compliments to Mr. Lyne, and 
thanks him very cordially for his suggestions, which are of much im- 
portance. Lord Brougham will fully consider the subject, and be 
happy to confer with Mr. Lyne upon it. 



Overstone Park, 

26th Oct., 1850. 

Sir, — I beg to acknowledge your letter of yesterday's date. The 
subject to which you appear to have directed your attention is, un- 
doubtedly, one of great importance, though not unattended with its 
difl&culties.* 

Any plan of a practicable character by which the administration of 
the law may be rendered more prompt, certain, and less costly, or by 
which reasonable Arbitration may be substituted for legal redress, 
would be a great benefit to the trading and commercial community. 
Your views upon this subject have not come under my notice beyond 
the information contained in your letter to me ; but, I sincerely wish 
success to every effort which has this object in view ; and I can only 
express my regret that my absence from town and the pressure of other 
unavoidable engagements render it impossible for me to undertake the 
duty of devoting my attention to the details of this subject; a duty 

• " Though not unattended with its difficulties," the fate of everything worth 
having : it is natural that a system, invented for the creation of costs, would not 
easily yield ; but we have outlived the day when the word " difficulty " is under- 
stood to mean " impossibility." Coaches do go without horses now ; our fore- 
fathers made a joke of the idea. — F. L. 
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which I think may be more effectually discharged by some person who 
is still engaged in the active pursuits of commerce.* 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

OVERSTONE. 



Harewood House, Leeds, 
19th Dec, 1855. 

My dear Sir, — I shall have great pleasure in signing the petition 
of the Tribunal of Commerce Association, particularly so as I know 
what great importance my late father attached to the cause in which 
you are so perseveringly labouring. You are perfectly at liberty to 
publish my name in connection with those already printed. On my 
arrival in town I will transmit to you some assistance towards the 
heavy expenses which you say have devolved upon the Association. 

Yours faithfully, 

WHARNCLIFFE. 

F. Lyne, Esq. 

Elvaston Castle, Derby, 
18th Dec, 1855. 

Dear Sir, — I do not quite understand your petition. You require 
in one part a cheap Tribunal of Commerce, and in another part an 
Arbitration Court. I construe your meaning to be the two combined. 
The principle is admirable, is advocated by Bentham, and practised in 
Denmark. If my name is of any use to your object, it is freely given. 
I remain. 

Yours very truly, 

HARRINGTON. 
Francis Lyne, Esq. 



Wrexham Abbey, near Warwick, 
Dec 21, 1855. 

Sir, — I have read your printed paper and proposed petition with 
great interest, and I shall feel it a privilege to sign your petition, and 
to attend your public meetings, and say and help others to say what 
the law is as a moral arbiter of disputes and champion of truth. I 
agree in every word of the paper, and fully authorise you to use my 
name if you wish it. I shall be glad to hear of your progress. 

I am. Sir, your very obedient Servant, 
CHANDOS W. HOSKYNS. 
Francis Lyne, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c. 

* How to make hare soup : First catch the hare, &c. How to lead Law 
lleform in the City : Fibst catch a Leader (the late Lord WhamcliflTe). I always 
wished that the late Lord Whamcliffe should have ICngland's gratitude for tWs 
movement, and as I could not have done anything whatever without him, to his 
memory it is abundantly due. — F. L. 
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Carlton Qardens, 

4th April, 1856. 



Lord Overstone begs to acknowledge Mr. Lyne's letter of this day. 
Lord Overstone very muck regrets * that his time is so fully occupied 
with existing engagements of a domestic as well as of a public nature 
that it will, be fears, be impossible for him to attend the meeting 
alluded to by Mr. Lyne. 

St. Swithln*B Lane, 

9th May, 1866. 

My deab Lyne, — I have many apologies to make to you for my 
absence from your meeting to-day, but the fact was, I was detained 
most unexpectedly by the prolongation of a sudden meeting of our 
Administration Reform Committee, to which Mr. Roebuck had been 
invited, and subjects of discussion arose which I could not desert. But 
I may say to you that I think the plan of proceedings we have adopted 
in that meeting will give you greater support than any we could ac- 
quire by ourselves. Nevertheless, pray believe that I did not shirk 
you. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. J. TRAVERS. 

F. Lyne, Esq. 

Reform Club, Pall Mall, 
11th Feb., 1856. 

My dear Sir,— On my arrival here, I found your favour of the 
24th of December. Enclosed, I hand a subscription in my cheque to 
the funds required to prosecute the movement for establishing in this 
country a Tribunal of Commerce. You are quite at liberty to publish 
my name in connection with this very excellent movement. 

I am, my dear Sir, yours truly, 

LAWRENCE HEYWORTH. 

Francis Lyne, Esq., Chairman of the 
Tribunal of Commerce Association. 



FROM LORD JOHN RUSSELL, M.P. 

Roelboroagh Manor, 

Jan. 25th, 1856. 

Sir, — I shall be happy to present your petition, but I cannot com- 
mit myself as to the course which I may hereafter take upon it.t The 
subject is, no doubt, one of very great importance. I remain. 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. RUSSELL. 
Francis Lyne, Esq. 

* I have placed much confidence in Lord Overstone. When I was a young 
man I used to meet his Lordship at the house of a mutual friend, and then I was 
made acquainted with the value of his Lordship's private character. — F.L. 

t Such an answer would not have been given to a Petition that has cost the 
public nearly 2000 guineas if offered to Lord John by Mr. Baring.— F. L. 
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Peteisfield, Dec. 28rd, 1865. ^ 

Dear Sir, — I have no hesitation in allowing you to affix mj name 
to " the Tribunal of Commerce Petition," and the conviction that every 
thoughtful man must entertain as to the absolute necessity of im- 
provement in this and in many other directions is second only to the 
feeling near a- kin to shame, that our so-called governing bodies, iustead 
of initiating* measures for the good of the commonwealth, should 
waste their time in the profitless pursuit of party interests, and their 
energies in the vain effort to obstruct the inevitable progress of the 
people of this country. Excuse the length of this reply to your ques- 
tion, and belieye me to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

R S. CROSS, 
Mayor of the Borough. 



FROM THE REV. MB. POCOCK, INCUMBENT OF ST. PAUL'S. 

Great Portland Street, Marylebone. 

Dear Sir, — I am favoured with your address regarding the esta- 
blishment of Arbitration aud Reconcilement Courts in this country, 
and feeling that the subject is one in which very important results may 
be involved, and which at least deserves inquiry, I have, as requested, 
signed the petition forwarded to me, and return the same as you desire. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

G. POCOCK. 



TO FRANCIS LYNE, ESQ. 



Castle Hill, 
Jan. 29, 1856. 

Sir, — I should sooner have answered your letter of the 24th had 
not my own plans still been somewhat uncertain. I am afraid, even 
now, it may be rather doubtful whether I shall be able to attend your 
public meeting, as I shall be liable to be called away from here at short 
notice. I shall, however, have great pleasure in attending it if I pos- 
sibly can, and I, meanwhile, gladly authorise you to affix my name to 
the petition in favour of the establishment of Tribunals of Commerce. 
The more I see of the administration of justice in this country, and of 
the working of our law of evidence (greatly as that has been recently 
improved), the more convinced I feel of the prohibitory nature of the 
tax imposed upon recourse to legal redress for injustice and wrong, in 
the shape, not only of loss of time and expenses, but of technicalities of 
proof required, and of the moral torture of witnesses, by counsel per- 
mitted in our courts. These evils seem to me to be general in their 
nature, and press with particular severity upon parties aggrieved in the 

* I hope Lord John Russell will feel how true this is. — F. L. 

B 
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coime 6f eoBiHi6Tcial transactions, especially where those transac- 
tions, boweyer important to the parties, do not involve great amoimts 
of property. I therefore heartily wish success to your association, as 
being well calculated to remove or mitigate this particular class of 
practical denials of justice. 

I remain, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

EBRINGTON. 

St. James's Square, 

April 15th, 1856. 

Sir, — On consideration, feeling doubtful whether the proposition 
which you have put forward will obtain the support of eminent mer- 
cantile men, and thinking also that it ought to originate with that 
class whom it most directly affects,* I must decline to take any steps 
respecting it. I shall, however, bear it in mind, and think it probable 
that some part, at least, of what you propose may be embodied in future 
legislation. 

I remain, your obedient Servant, 

STANLEY.f 
F. Lyne, Esq. 

PROM MR. LYNE TO HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF 

CANTERBURY. 

Tribunals of Commerce Association, 
12, Mark Lane, Dec, 1855. 

My Lord : May it please your Grace, — Under the influence of the 
truthful words, " blessed are the peace-makers," we take the liberty of 
asking your Grace to do us the honour to read the enclosed printed 
paper, and to assist us in our labour by signing the petition in question 
to the Legislature. 

We feel convinced that the establishment of Arbitration and Recon- 
cilement Courts in this country would vastly aid your Grace's efforts to 
give to us a pure religion ; because, as we believe, such Courts would 
turn the thoughts and hearts of men from those wicked hopes which 

• What a ghastly picture I can draw, to prove how true, for the exercise of an 
ungodly power, this is, and has been ; and how well the words here come in — 
" go and vMerly destroy*' — ^F. L. 

t Dean Swift,--" You are my son, Sir ! all hut yov,r head, and that's your 
mother's." 

The Cockney to the noble Lord, — " Im all right, my Lord, but my head, and 
that's *crud had mrdy f but that, my Lord, is the old Lady's of Threadneedle 
Street — * a tarnation misfortune' — it 's nofa\M of mine, my Lord ! !" 

The Governor of the Bank of England to the Prime Minister of England,— 
" The citizens of London, my Lord, are a clever, shrewd, &r-seeing set of men." — 
" Are they really ? I should not have thought so. Governor ! What had they to 
do with sense when they elected you ! ] I shall not renew your charter, Sir ! I 
shall be merciftil to ignorance I" " My Lord M !" (with surprise and suflfocation). 
The Prime Minist'Cr of EngUnd, — " The less said, the soonest mended. Sir ! I 
might have utterly destroyed Odessa. I shall not forget the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer." 
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find a haven now in the encouragement given to quirk and quibble; and 
so are leading the multitude to live in daily opposition to the teaching 
of the Church.* 

If your Grace should feel (and we anxiously hope your Grace may) 
that our undertaking comes within the department of those human 
affairs which deserve your Grace's sympathy and support, then do us 
the kindness to attach your name to the printed copy of our petition 
herein enclosed, and return it to us at your Grace's convenience ; and 
we shall feel very grateful to your Grace for assisting us to finish — we 
hope we may say it with humility and gratitude — ** the good work we 
have commenced." 

A gentlemt^n of large experience as to the workings of our present 
law system has said that *' our movement amounts to an appeal from 
morality to reason, and that truth so enforces our demand, that reason 
cannot deny that the end would be that men would settle their own 
disputes without quarelling." Your Grace will be good enough to note 
that our petition prays for *' inquiry " I have the honour to be, with 
the profoundest respect, my Lord, 

Your Grace's most obedient humble Servant, 

FRANCIS LYNE, Chaibman. 



THE REPLY OF HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP. 

Lambeth, 15th Dec, 1855. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury presents his compliments to Mr. 
Lyne, and regrets that he cannot consider it to be within his province 
to sign a petition upon a subject so novel as that to which the petition 
relates, and on which the Archbishop has not the means of forming an 
opinion. 

TO FRANCIS LYNE, ESQ. 

Palace, Chichester, 

2l8t Dec., 1855. 

Sir, — It is possible, perhaps I ought to say very probable, that your 
Association may be right in striving for the establishment of Tribunals 
of Commerce ; but I do not feel myself sufficiently versed in the 
question to justify me in taking a part in it. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. T. CICESTER, 

• Compare this my beggary to the Archbishop of Canterbury with the Sultan's 
consent now, through the request of the British Oovemment, to give a piece of 
ground large enough for a Protestant Church, Schools, and parsonage : what a 
wonderful novelty is this ! my request, to our country's shame I say it, is no 
less ! — but shall we succeed in our effort to destroy the power of falsehood in 
England as well aa in Turkey ? 

B 2 i 
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9, Belgraye Street, 

28th Dec, 1855. 

Dr. Thorpe* presents his compliments to Mr. Lyne, and begs to 
return the petition signed ; and he hopes that Mr. Lyne and his co- 
adjutors may succeed in their endeavour to free the trading community 
from the horrors of law, which are near a-kin to those of war. 



CASES TO SHOW THE NECESSITY OP AEBITRATION IN ITS 

RIGOROUS FORM. 

A CASE f of much interest was referred to the highly respectable profes- 
sional firm of Messrs. Oliverson, Lavie and Co. Mr. Lavie was of 
opinion that it might be settled in a week. Messrs. Freshfield, soli- 
citors to the Bank of England, were of the same opinion, so were 
Messrs. Amory, Sewell and Moores, Messrs. Charles Druce and Sons, 
Messrs. Hoy, and indeed all the leading (what may be called) mercan- 
tile lawyers in the City of London. Mr. Oliverson, however, consi- 
dered it to be his duty to differ with these gentlemen. The opinion of 
Mr. Peacock, of the Temple, was taken, and he agreed with Mr. Lavie. 
Mr. Oliverson, having a very large experience, could not persuade him- 
self to agree with Mr. Peacock ; it was then proposed to leave the 
matter to the arbitration of Sir Filzroy Kelly and Mr. Peacock. Mr. 
Oliverson frankly avowed that he could not allow the opinion of other 
men to govern him, and what he would do or consent to, he could not 
decide upon. After three years had passed, and which had occasioned 
vast distress to the parties concerned, Mr. Oliverson was good enough 
to feel for the injury that had been done, and kindly consented to leave 
the matter to the arbitration of Mr. Seijeant Shoe. The facts of the 
case were agreed upon, and Mr. Oliverson had put his initials to the 
draft of the case that was to be submitted for arbitration, and indeed 
went further, for he had told Mr. Serjeant Shee that he would settle 
the case ; but when the case was drawn and ready to be given to Mr. 
Serjeant Shee, Mr. Oliverson refused to sign it, as, on further consi- 
deration, he felt that it was his duty to take the matter into Chancery ; 
he consulted with Mr. James Russell, and did take the matter into 
Chancery. Mr. Roundell Palmer, however, got the Bill turned out of 
Court with costs. Mr. Oliverson had permission given to him to re- 
new or amend his Bill ; he kindly said he would not do so, if the par- 
ties opposed would consent to pay all his costs, including those of the 
Chancery Bill (about i6 1 00); in that case, he said, he would consent 
to what his partner, Mr. Lavie, had proposed. As four years had 
passed, and losses of time and money to an enormous amount had been 
sacrificed, and the health of the gentleman whom Mr. Oliverson had 
opposed had entirely given way, the unforhmate ^Plaintiff was advised 

• Rev. Dr. Thorpe, of Belgrave Chapel. 

f If this was an exceptional case I would not give it to the public ; but I have 
experience to teach me that it represents thousands now distressing the people of 
this country, because " costs too heavy to bear stand opposed to truth ! " — F. L. 
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to submit to the terms suggested by Mr. Oliverson, and so the matter 
was closed by the Messrs. Roy. The statement of facts here laid be- 
fore the public halving been submitted to Messrs. Oliverson, Lavie and 
Co., and having received no contradiction from them, it is considered 
that when a change of our national system for the administration of 
law is proposed, it is fair and proper in the discharge of a public duty 
to give this case to the public. 



The next case applies to a mercantile house,* which, in its path, like 
that of Messrs. Oliverson, Lavie and Go.^ stands at the head of its 

class. 

• 

Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Co. sent a gentleman abroad to act 
as their agent; after a few years he returned home; some dispute 
arose about the arrangement of the account ; the agent proposed arbi- 
tration, Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Co. thought it proper not to 
agree ; many years were spent in vain efifort on the part of the agent 
to get Messrs. Baring and Co. to submit to arbitration, as the agent 
was too poor to venture to go to law with a house so powerful. f At 
length a rich friend interfered for the poor agent, and due notice was 
given to Messrs. Baring and Co., and still they maintained their right 
to claim the law; this stubbornness excited no good feeling. Lord 
Ashburton was indicted for conspiring, with others, to deprive the poor 
ageut of his rights ; the Bill was submitted to the consideration of the 
Grand Jury of London, and they returned it as *' a true Bill," and by 
80 doing consigned Lord Ashburton to the Old Bailey as a common 
felon, to take his trial. The wealth of Lord Ashburton saved him 
firom that dreadful affliction (whether a man be rich or poor), and he 
was enabled to submit the case to a Special Jury of Merchants, instead 
of an Old Bailey Jury — and this he did. The Jury took forty-five 
minutes to consider their verdict; the nerves of the poor agent, 
through long anxiety, had been utterly destroyed, and he died before 
the verdict was given in favour of Lord Ashburton ;| the costs amounted 
from beginning to end in this matter to upwards of JS7000, and this 
the rich friend of the {)oor agent paid to save the heavily-afflicted 
widow and miserable orphan children of the poor agent from utter 
destruction. § No person has the right to blame Messrs. Baring Bro- 
thers and Co. for the exercise of a legal right, but still such a power 
is now offensive to the improved tone of feeling in thi^ country, and by 
commercial Europe, where the establishment of Arbitration Courts 
utterly forbid such ruinous proceedings, our law system is freely pro- 
nounced to be barbarous. 

* In giving this most painful case to the public, I hope my last self-sacrifice 
for the cause is accomplished. The sins of the weak (tempted by need to yield) 
1 never have and I never will expose. — F. L. 

f The exact picture of Russia and Turkey in England. 

t He who has gained a victory likes the path he has won in. 

§ As Great Britain and France must pay the costs of the *late war to save 
Turkey from utter destruction ! 
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This case has been submitted to Mr. Thomas Baring, with an offer 
to give up the name of the author if it be not true ; and as Mr. Baring 
does not ask for the author's name, or deny the facts, however painful^ 
it is considered to be a stern demand on the duty of those who are com- 
missioned by the public to plead for National Arbitration to publish 
the case. The Times, on the dOth of April last, said, — *'The day 
may come when the value of Arbitration will be more acknowledged, 
and its form more defined ; and the sooner it comes the better for the 
happiness of Europe and the true interests of every state, however 
powerful and ambitious." No reflecting man will deny that a great 
principle of common humanity, if dear for nations, must be doubly so 
for individuals ; and if a European Congress, with Russia drawn in by 
force of circumstances, can be made to recognise, feel, and express the 
weight of the truth that the most powerful are morally and religiously 
bound, as a duty they owe to the weak, to submit to Arbitration, it is 
fervently hoped that the merchant princes of England will no longer 
consider it right to retain and use a power which defies truth and 
equity, and leaves no other comfort for the poor man than the fearful 
words — " avenge not yourselves — vengeance is mine — I will repay saith 
the Lord." Will wealth and power ever so blind this country as to 
make this warning nothing more than a dead letter?* 



A CASE SHOWING WHAT CAN BE DONE. 

J. S. Moore, Esq.,! o^ Stile House, Lyme Regis, a gentleman totally 
unconnected with trade, hearing of the Tribunal of Commerce Asso- 
ciation, addressed himself to the Chairman of the Committee, saying 
that he knew of a case, in which he was in no way concerned, but one 
of great hardship, and which had been in abeyance for three years ; 
this correspondence resulted in submitting the case, in the month of 
April, 1856, to the Arbitration of the Chairman of the Tribunal of 
Commerce Association (Mr. Francis Lyne), and Mr. John Ingram 
Travers ; the case was settled within a week, and the balance due paid 
over within a fortnight. Mr. Moore being a perfect stranger to Mr. 
Lyne, and who he has never yet seen, and neither has the person for 
whom Mr. Moore interfered — a lady by birth and station in society ; 
and it may be as well to state tliis to inspire more thoughtfulness — as 
many may not reflect on the fact that the widow and orphan are deeply 
interested in the success of the Tribunal of Commerce Association. 
Many ladies have written very beautiful and affecting letters on the 
subject, expressing the hope that God is with the promoters of the 
cause. The lady whose case was submitted to Arbitration expresses 
her gratitude so simply and warmly to the stranger who listened to 
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Lord, I have heard thy speech and was afraid." 

** Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the 
heathen in anger." — Habakkuk, 3rd chap. 

t I hope I shall be excused for publishing Mr. Moore's name ; the necesaty 
for so doing is, that nothing but the naked truth will serve this cause. 



her silent sorrow, that it is felt that no apology need be offered tot' here 
giving her letter.^** My dear Sir, — 16th May, 1856,*— It will make 
me very happy if you will allow the slippers * I have had so much 
pleasure in braiding for you to remind you of the deep gratitude I feel 
for all your wonderfvtl kindness to me, &c." It is a national disgrace that 
such a service should be called " wonderful kindness" I should like 
to ask his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury if it is not so ? 

FRANCIS LYNE. 



A CASH SHOWING WHAT CANNOt BE DONE. 

The chief partner of the very respectable professional firm of Green 
and Smith, of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, was appointed executor to his aunt's 
will. After some years of disputing had passed between Mr. Edward 
Mortimer Green and his relative, I was persuaded, on behalf of four 
of his cousins, to offer myself at their urgent request to act as an 
Arbitrator. Mr. Green referred me to a Mr. E. H. Nettleship, a soli- 
citor, of No. 15, Clifford's Inn, to whom I went; Mr. Nettleship said 
that there had been some overpayments on the part of Mr. Green, and 
that that money must be returned before Mr. Green would do any- 
thing. I told Mr. Nettleship that if he would have an account made 
out for me, I would call in a few days with a blank cheque, and pay 
anything that might be due to prevent family quarrelling; I was so 
commissioned to act by those whom I represented. Mr. Nettleship 
replied, *• 1 am sure, Mr. Lyne, that will be a great act of charity." 
On the 10th of October, 1856, I wrote to Mr. Nettleship, saying, that 
I would call upon him on the following Saturday, and settle all dis- 
agreeables ; on the same day he replied, •* I don't expect to be able 
to settle accounts vdth you on Saturday," &c. ; consequently, I had to 
wait. In the meantime a promissory note for £1000, payable on de- 
mand, by Mr. Edward Green's eldest brother, to my surprise, had 
come into my hands as an asset of the estate of the deceased aunt ; so 
that when Mr. Nettleship did produce to me the account, I pointed 
out to him a mistake in it, and proved that there had been no over* 
payments on the part of Mr. Green. Mr. Nettleship promised to 
look into the matter. I told him that I hoped no more time would be 
lost, as the persons for whom I was acting were much provoked by 
delay. Mr. Nettleship took the liberty of replying, that if they gave 
any trouble, he would advise Mr. Green to treat them all as a pack of 
blackguards, and that then they would none of them get one farthing. 
Mr. Green and his relatives are much too respectable to justify such 
gross language as this, the gentlemen for whom I was acting bold 
high rank in the army and navy, and the Duke of Rutland has given 
livings to two of Mr. Green s brothers ; and Lord Howe, I may venture 
to say, has a great respect for Mr. E. Green; the gratuitous grossness 
of Mr. Nettleship is only worth notice as an evidence how valuable 

* Although I glory in my power to trample on the empty vanity of man, I 
have not the coarage to tread upon the gratitude of woman t I've made a waist- 
coat of the slippers— that like the Philosopher, who wished to he at eastf took the 
liberty to hoU the peas ! — ^F. L. j| 
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compulsory Arbitration would be as a remedy against such language, 
so well calculated to hurry men into law. I then addressed myself to 
.Mr. Edward M. Green, and on the 30th of October, 1855, wrote thus — 
" My dear Sir, — I know not well how to apologise to you for writing 
again so soon on the subject of my two letters of the 20th and 26th 
i'nstant, excepting that I am very anxious to have some reply, as there 
is distress going on (this alluded to a widow lady who had sufifered bj 
the failure of Messrs. Strahan, Paul, and Co.), which I believe it is 
in your power to stay, and I wish to know if you will accept my 
mediation as proposed," &;c., &o. Again Mr. Green referred to Mr. 
Nettleship. Mr. Nettleship said he hoped Mr. Green would settle 
the matter in a fortnight; *' fortnight after ** fortnight" was the 
excuse repeated to me, till at last, ** months " having passed, I was 
tired out, and I was forced to give the matter up. Mr. Nettleship 
has had 50 letters from a solicitor, who is acting for one of the gentle- 
men whom I represented ; and now comes the question, is Mr. Green 
to blame ? — ^if gentlemen will take a bottle half full of oil and half of 
wafer, and shake it, they will see poor Mr. Green's position, a good 
deal disfigured, only because he is a lawyer, and he is blamed because 
he cannot do that which no one can do, viz. either mix oil and water, 
or law and equity ; of Jew and Christian you can't make one, the Jew 
being law and the Christian equity, hence the saying, '* a lawyer is the 
spawn of hell." Mr. Green s aunt left an estate to be divided among 
her nephews and nieces, which she had enjoyed for 60 years, but Mr. 
Green has discovered that there is a flaw in the title. As I am of 
the old Tory School, can I blame Mr. Green for sticking to the law? 
I have told his relatives that they had better let him keep the 
estate. Law they dare not venture on ; and if they go into Chancery, 
what discretionary power has the Lord Chancellor ! — though I know 
enough of the affair to say, that with religion and morality for law, 
and with the aid of Messrs. Quilter, Ball and Co., the respectable 
city Accountants, I would make an equitable distribution of the afifairs 
in a week ; but that would be equity, not law : if people will make 
lawyers their executors, thdr relations must perish by the law ; if we 
had compulsory Arbitration Courts, Mr. Green would soon be relieved, 
and his relations too, from irritations through delays, and probably un- 
charitable feelings and lasting animosity, because the law makes Mr- 
Green appear rich by the possession of their property. Mr. Green 
does not make the law, he only seeks to obey it : were I in his place, 
however, I would either give up acting as tLe lawyer or the executor, 
in order that before my family I should stand like Caesar's wife ! 

FRANCIS LYNE. 



BECONCILBMENT COUBT IN DENMARK. 

It was moved by Lord Brougham in the House of Lords :— That it 
appears that great advantages have resulted from proceedings of recon- 
cilement and arbitration, from the experience of the proceedings in the 
Kingdom of Denmark, in which the following were the results for the 
'enty years ending 1 846 : — 
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A survey of the Cases treated by the Commissioners of the Courts of 
Reconcilement in Denmark, in the years 1827 to 1846, inclusive. 



1827 


Undertaken. 

24,941 


Adjusted 
or stopped. 

17,084 


Postponed. 
446 


Referred 

to the 

Law Courts. 

7411 


Causes 

tried. 

2235 


1828 


21,766 


. 15,427 


420 


5919 


1874 


1829 


21,322 


14,651 


841 


6330 


1762 


1830 


25,459 


18,180 


847 


6932 


2056 


1831 


28.786 


19,944 


862 


8480 


2538 


1882 


27,795 


19,758 


296 


7741 


2464 


1833 


23,925 


16,788 


805 


6837 


2368 


1834 


22,233 


15,445 


261 


6527 


2142 


1835 


26,929 


18,398 


271 


8268 


2599 


1836 


28,911 


20,254 


285 


8872 


2730 


1887 


30,208 


20,992 


279 


8937 


2818 


1838 


28,938 


19,978 


282 


8673 


2587 


1889 


28,224 


16,297 


296 


6681 


2410 


1840 


21,872 


14,924 


449 


6499 


2161 


1841 


23,279 


15,584 


414 


7288 


2273 


1842 


80,408 


21,028 


422 


8958 


2678 


1848 


81,838 


21,512 


299 


9527 


2887 


1844 


22,994 


15,234 


276 


7484 


2459 


1845 


24,681 


16,551 


291 


7789 


2352 


1846 


24,625 


16,068 


824 


8288 


2761 



THE PEACE TBOPHT.* 

Thb following are some of the excuses made by wealthy men for not 
supporting the moyement for inquiry into the subject of Tribunals of 
Commerce : — 

Ist. *' I will support the Association if men of my class will do so.'* 
These gentlemen in the City of London, who " knock at the next 
house** for their own consciences, are very numerous among a certain 
little City party, with whom Sir John Dean Paul and the late Mr. 
Sadleir were on the most intimate terms. 

2nd. ** It does not concern us ; it is more for the small capitalist." 

8rd. *' I have retired from trade, and I do not care about it." 

4th. " I admit our law system is infamous ; but, as I have made my 
fortune out of it, I cannot yet appear in your ranks.** 

5th. " I cannot conscientiously agree with Mr. Lyne's views." 
(" Mr. Lyne's views " being reduced to the word ** inquiry.") 

6th. '* I am not connected with trade ; so it is no concern of mine." 
Colonel Sykes, Chairman of the East India Company, Colonel Ken- 
nedy, Captain Leycester, E.N., Henry Hanmer Leycester, Esq., 
Montagu Gore, Esq., and others unconnected with trade, who forget 
not what is due to humanity, are supporting us. 

The Bankers of London, as a body, ih this matter, like that of the 
Clearing-House question and the change of the hours for business at 

* " She gives her tongae no moment's rest, 
In phrases batter d, stale, anU trite, 
Which modem Udies call polite." 
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the BaDk 6f England, caa soarcelj be called steady thinking meA, 
though very influential. When Sir Peter Pole suspended his payments 
(possibly because his head clerk had died), seventy provincial banks 
were forced to follow his influential example — but which should rule 
us, example or reason? Are the London Bankers (without their 
managers) to be trusted ? If this movemept is to be tkken from my 
management and to be reposed in what Legislators call the heads (query 
brains ?) of the City, I should like to ask Mr. Scrimgeur if a private 
banker, nolens volens^ passes his manager over to a Joint Stock Bank, 
where do the public go ? The private Bankers, it is said, are to de- 
stroy this movement : then I must be allowed to ask, as opposers of a 
moral movement, what are they worth ? 

1st. They refused to assist the Tribunal of Commerce Association, 
because *' they are only the servants of the public, and ought not to 
interfere in such matters." 

2nd. When they saw, by the cheques drawn upon them, as donations 
to our Fund, what the public feeling was, we went to them with this 
can'clle in our hands, and asked them to support the wishes of their 
** masters ;" then they said that ** they were not influenced by what 
their * customers^ might choose to do."* 

8rd. When the large country bankers came to our support, and after 
we had published the list of the names, then Messrs. Glyn, Mills & Co., 
admitting the importance of the movement, said they would support 
the movement if Mr. Masterman, the Chairman of the Bankers' Com- 
mittee, would lead the way. Mr. Masterman said the most he could 
do was to promise not to oppose us. This is the picture of the London 
Bankers — worthy of the National Gallery ; but it is not my property. 
Public money bought it, and I must be excused, therefore, for giving it 
to those to whom it belongs. When I said to an excitable — I will call 
him in charity — " madman," that there was a command which said, 

" Love your neighbour as yourself," he blasphemously replied, ** D «- 

the commandments !" Another very wealthy man, pressed by the same 
argument, said, " I must be an angel or a fool," — fearful independence I ! 
And with this morality must deal, for what more blinding than wealth ! 
A very rich man who gave a thousand pounds to a public charity, when 
applied to by a poor relation with a large family to pay the doctor's 
bill for attending his children through scarlet fever, sent the bill back 
through his very respectable solicitor, Mr. Meabum Tatham, saying, 
" he could not hold himself responsible for other men's debts "t This is 
the kind of cruelty that attorneys for others have to perform, and for 
IT society has no good word for an attorney. In proof, however, that 
God's commandment is not by all overlooked, I have the great happi- 
ness to say, peers of the realm, clergymen, lawyers, law-stationers, 
naval and military men, and others, who, from their being uncoil 
nected with trade, appear to be out of place, are supporting us, to 
do honour to God ; but not a single London banker — *• no, not one ! " 

* As soon as I discovered that this was to be the City mode of warfare on the 
part of " eminence in the City of London,'* I sent my son to Bristol, and under 
the kind care of the Chamber of Commerce there I obtained the signatures <^ 
every Banker, withotd an exception, of that City. 

+ " But — Abraham said, Son, remember," (is memory a blessing or a curse 1) 
"bemembeb that thou'in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things ; but now he is comforted,'' &c (Luke zvi.) 
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iEilthough Lord Overstone has ^^ritten so warmly on the suhject. I say 
nothing about the Englishman's hatred of conspiracy, but the Bankers' 
Committee and the Bank Parlour — the great worshippers of the golden 
image — are in league against us, as if we could regulate the ex- 
changes of the world, and steal all their gold away ! But these gen- 
tlemen had better recollect^ before too late, that if with the educated 
poor they do not reason on Christian principles, their glory will 
pass away from them, not because of the doings of Sir John Dean 
Paul or the late Mr. Sadleir, but because they have overlooked 
the fact that truth is no respecter of persons, and that the educated 
poor will now in all matters claim the truth. If this Tribunal of 
Commerce movement is one of many signs in this our day that 
the sword has le/t its scabbard to procure justice and power for 
truth, making " real justice the regulating principle of society," the 
time and the season being at hand (may God grant it!), the edu- 
cated poor will insist on knowing why selfishness dares to negleot 
(as Mr. Masterman proposes) that which conscience appears to tell 
Mr. Masterman it would be wicked in him to oppose. For jht a 
while men may still venture in Turkey to treat truth with contempt : 
but the poor in England are not Turks ; they are now educated ; 
and if truth be much longer harnessed in England to impede Jus- 
tice in her path, the British Crown may have a shake ; for we must 
not forget the language that imposes patience on the weak — *' Avenge 
not yourselves — ^Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." 

But am I struggling with obstinacy, intelligence, or stupidity ? A 
veiy respectable (I have no doubt), but dirty, shabby-looking man, came 
to me lately, and asked me to sign a petition in favour of ** The Lon- 
don Corporation Bill." I told him if he would bring the opposite one 
I would sign it, " for," I added, ** it is all very well to sneer at a Lon- 
don shop-keeper, but for public good he has more practical knowledge 
than a City banker, and if the City do not take care they will give up 
utility for ornament ; you had better tell every one that a London shop- 
keeper has ten times the sense of a City banker." *' Oh I " said the 
man, determined, I suppose, in spite of disfigured garments, to pass 
ofif for " a man of letters," ** I know that of my^ own knowledge'^ Of 
the knowledge of man beware ! One can*t help the recollection of the 
old saying, *' the schoolmaster abroad ;" and apropos to this idea, may 
I not here introduce a word, since knowledge has lately travelled 
through Russia, for ** the Qumeys,'' the great leaders of the *' Peace 
Society," who now must know the folly of giving up Bed Coats and 
Blue Jackets, with England so backward in the race of civilisation, 
that Reconcilement and Arbitration Courts are quite a novelty for her."*^ 

* The late Mr. Thomas Henry Plaskett, of the Home Office, was once asked to 
act the part of a Keeonciler, and he replied, " No ! though I have been intimate 
with the gentleman for sixty years I dare not take the liberty with him I " Now, 
both are in their graves— how now* looks the reply] The late Mr. John Dawson 
(the uncle of Mr. Walter, the honorable Member for Nottingham), not long before 
his death, came to me to ask if I would act as Reconciler between himself and 
Mr. Albert Cohen, with whom I have had the pleasure of being acquainted many 
years. I undertook the office, and no difficulty attended my success— it was my 
happiness to reconcile the Christian and the Jew. Mr. Cohen still lives to bear 
his testimony to this pleasing foct.— F. L. 



28 

Surely, if wo want generations, yet unborn, to give up armies and 
navies, now is our time for seed sowing, when population is rushing 
forward into the future with a violence before unheard of. Let us, 
then, by Keconcilement and Arbitration Courts being at once made a 
national principle, so train up our children in the way they should 
go, that when they are old they should not depart from it, and 
coming generations, being left, when over the page of history, to 
learn the change we have made, then bless us for it. How much 
more of sound wisdom will not the world see in the great and 
good Quakers, if they try to establish in this country the doctrine 
of Arbitration, and destroy thereby our most infamous and wicked law 
system, ** invented for the creation of costs, and not for the due ad- 
ministration of justice,*' which, from its gross wickedness, is heating 
the passions — the great suggesters of evil — and leading a vast multi- 
tude of men into such desperate lawsuits, that the vitals of many a 
mans industry at this very minute are thereby being destroyed; 
when this great national evil, so repugnant to Christianity, so distress- 
ing' for man, and provoking to the Almighty, is removed from this 
fearfully-responsible country, then let the Peace Society, if they choose, 
take in hand again the office of trying to be reconcilers of irritated 
nations, and the mediators between angry kings and queens ; but if 
they cannot do this for us at home, why not now at once, for the love 
of truth, go to Spain, if foreign service* is indeed the only legitimate 
duty of the English Peace Society, and get out of the prison at Madrid 
the ten editors of newspapers, who, for telling the truth, have now 
the ink dry in their pens, and their legs without an occupation ? The 
large family of trade and industry in this commercial country will 
thank the Quakers for anything they will do to set truth free, or to 
rub out the saying of Mr. Samuel Gurney to the Tribunal of Com- 
merce Association, ** I do not see any occasion for the change you pro- 
pose,'' To encourage the Quakers to do this, I will quote from the 
Times of the 16th of May, 1856, the following words : " To a mind of 
common generosity there is no act more grateful than the ready ac- 
knowledgment of meritorious services." If I appear to the soft-man- 
nered Quaker unkind, in giving up the extraordinary saying of Mr. 
Samuel Gurney, T must be allowed to tell him it is a very serious 
thing to take public money for a specific object, for he who receives it 
virtually to that public swears, ** for the good of the cause committed 
to my care I'll tell the truth and nothing but the truth, without any 
reservation, tf the oausb requires it." 

It is quite painful to record and contrast (indeed it is degrading to 
the upper class] the empty and the immoral excuses of a small and 
wealthy city circle of men with the bold, manly, and Christian conduct 
of the multitude throughout the country. See what debasing, selfish, 
and unprincipled excuses No. 1 and No. 2 are — the latter especially — 
as if the powerful ought not to sympathise with the weak, and see 
that truth be made the right of all 1 Wealthy men, too many, are 
satisfied with their morbid charities ! It might make soine gentle- 

* The Drab Cloth principle used to be — " Keep to thine own Mp, friend ; " as 
Quaker said when he ran a Frenchman through the body with a pitdifork. 
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men uneasy were they to call to mind that they are challenging the 
great Judge of all, who has said, " The poor shall not always be for- 
gotten ; " and that the mission of Christianity (which is power for 
truth) is to give strength to weakness. Christian charity is to know 
no bounds ; and Christian charity in the supporters of this movement 
did not overlook a worthy citizen Jew, and Christian power made him 
Lord Mayor— a great victory for weakness. If the casting vote had 
been with the great city bankers or discountera (discounters of this 
movement they wish to be), would the Jew have been Lord Mayor ? 
Can pride and selfishness, false reasoning, and God s word forsaken, 
ever do good for Christian or for Jew ? 

" QoD, the All Merciful ! Earth hath forsaken 
Thy ways of blessedness, slighted thy word ; 
Bid not thy wrath in its terrors awaken : 
Give to us peace in our time, Lord." 

In England, by the establishment of Reconcilement and Arbitration 
Courts to inspire in us the acts our great Redeemer wrought. 

" O but," it is said, " the Goveraor of the Bank of England and the 
Directors are against this movement."* I admit it ; but what of that — 
are they anything more than men ? clay formed into man, with error 
for his law, and now suddenly by myself and other common people 
called upon to face enlightened reason ? Two of my father's friends were 
Governors of the Bank of England, and before they became my ac- 
quaintance they were bankrupts; branches of my family knew the 
Barings before they merged from Ashburton to boast of their title now 
of being the greatest money-makers in England ; but what has that to 
do with morality? This is a movement built upon the present moral 
and religious feelings of the country, and I fully admit the doctrine of 
the Administrative Reform Association, that to give power to a man 
only because he can claim it through money, is to impose a curse upon 
mankind, a very dangerous thing to try in England ; and what I would 
ask for this cause for the benefit of the nation is that which is done 
when the personal interest and safety of our great men (so called) is 
at stake, viz. that their head clerks be consulted — more than one of 
these intelligent gentlemen have said to me, " I am sorry, Mr. Lyue, 
you should not have the support of such a House as ours, as there can 
be no doubt about the good that would come from Arbitration Courts." 
Everything that could be done has been done to avoid dealing with 
the antecedents or the personal ability (inability) of men who desire to 
make a tyrant's use of power ; the late Lord Wharncliffe, jointly with 
Mr. Richard Thornton and Mr. Arthur Anderson, signed a note of in- 
vitation to Mr. Thomas Baring and other Bank Directora, to meet 
them at the London Tavern, in order that all cause of complaint 
might be avoided ; but ngt one Director would come, though Mr. J. B. 
Heath wrote to me that he would, if others of his fellows would come ; 
to the iujuiy of the public they are afraid of each other, powerful, 
powerless, and ignorant; but if these gentlemen will so provoke hos- 

* The " Times," 27th May, 1850. '* Mr. Buchanan will find it difficult to per- 
suade people that he had absolutely no idea all this time that no offer of arbitra- 
tion was being made. But arbitration is too summary and straight-forward a 
mode of settling a dispute to please all diplomatists '' — or purse-proud half-bred, 
ill-educated, puffed-up men. — P. L. 
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tility, and will so distress and offend the feelings of those who would 
wish to support the dignity of the position their wealth has placed 
them in, the education of the country will know how to draw the dis- 
tinction between the men and the honour of high station, which the 
interest of the poor requires should be respected, and which it can- 
not be if men in high position are so ignorant and stubborn that they 
will not follow the example of Lord Palmerston, and bow to the mul- 
titude when the moral and the religious feelings of the people are the 
points in question.* 

There is nothing more important than truth — nothing more abso- 
lutely the poor man's right, for our Saviour's reply to the question, 
" Quid est Veritas?" tells us all, that to truth alone we must look for 
salvation ; to refuse then to a man, too poor to pay law costs, the power, 
as the heads of the City of London desire, through the truth to obtain 
his rights, is nothing more or less than for the benefit of the rich and 
powerful of this world to break God's eighth commandment, " Thou 
shalt not steal," as too many, through the terrors of the law, now are 
doing, long have done, and will continue to do, till we have Reconcile- 
ment and Arbitration Courts, and which, by the power of God's greatest 
gift to man, " reason," we shall sooner or later have. 

When I was at Liverpool, for the purpose of aiding this movement, 
about three years ago, the merchants there urged me to try by all 
means to *^hring forward the heads of the City of London" to its support, 
and many leading men at the West End of London (in my opinion 
over-estimating their value for this matter, as I took the liberty of 
telling them), gave to me the same advice. Nothing has been left un- 
done to act in obedience to this injunction, and at the cost of vast 
labour and money, all our publications have been regularly and gra- 
tuitously furnished to them. One important pamphlet, in 1854, was 
dedicated to the bankers of London, giving very valuable information, 
which was furnished to our Association most kindly by the President 
of the Paris Tribunal of Commerce ; also, most useful and important 
information from Denmark, furnished to the House of Lords by Lord 
Brougham ; for this pamphlet we received the thanks of many of Her 
Majesty's Ministers, from the London University, the Society of Arts, 
many of the Chambers of Commerce, and many other public bodies ; 
but by the proud men of the City of London, to whom it was parti- 
cularly addressed, no notice whatever was taken of it, no change was 
made in them, though not forgetting what was due to their station I 
very properly, at page 25, addressed the following words to them, — " I 
do most anxiously hope you may think it proper to support the move- 
ment for which I plead, since with so much manifestation of mercan- 
tile feeling in its favour it appeals to you to do so." They have now 
opposed long enough ! Patience has its bounds ! they are, as a body, 
ignorant men, and what more stubborn than ignorance ? 

About two years ago, my friend Mr. Willcox, the honourable Mem- 
ber for Southampton, thus addressed me : " "That Great Britain will 
have her Tribunal of Commerce, I am perfectly satisfied, though it may 
not be in your day or mine, and I have always felt that you are not 

* Lord Palmerston to the Working Classes : " Under these circumstances the 
proper course for me to pursue was to restore matters to the state they were in 
Sefore the bands were allowed to play on Sundays in the Parks." 
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strong enough to lead it." I woald like to know what has been left 
undone for the cause, that honour, labour, and perseverance could 
either demand or do to save truth and the character of a public ser- 
vant, constituted its leader, but who is safe with such a union against 
him as that I have experienced, and if traps, snares, and nets in the 
dark are placed on his path ? I was told to ** bring the great city men 
forward,'' and not till now did I find out the way, the proper way, 
how to do so ; and that is to place them, the great city men, having 
power over gold, and by that power seeking dominion over reason, 
justice, and truth, in the pit of disgrace which they had prepared for 
me, and there now I leave them, stamped in a plain and legible 
manner for the good of the public, whose servant I have professed to 
be, and will be as long as I can if only out of love for the memory of 
the late Lord Whamclifife, who gave his hand to this movement for 
the good of the poor, the honest, and the industrious. With the pri- 
vate amiabilities of the great city men, or their transcendent qualifica- 
tions for a drawing-room (as one of the common people), I do not 
presume to meddle, and thus I take my leave of this small portion of 
the great human family. 

FRANCIS LYNE. 



TO FRANCIS LYNB, ESQ. 

Hackney, 28th Dec, 1855. 

" Deab Sir, — Would to God that your attempt may be successful ! 
There is scarcely a source of iniquity more fruitful than our adminis- 
tration of law ; in fact, it has been quite an acknowledged feeling that 
the success of a suit but little depends on the justice of the case ; and 
we have put up with the administration from the apparent hopelessness 
of remedy, and from the sense that any settlement is better than entire 
anarchy. Often did I secretly wonder whether real justice ever would be 
a regulating principle of society ; but I never indulged in the hope. I 
acquiesced in mind, from utter hopelessness ; I never even thought 
that a notion on the subject was entertained. This acknowledged 
sense that real justice had little to do with the success of a cause has 
been productive of much collateral evil ; it has contaminated the very 
atmosphere of the law, and we are never surprised to find intrigue, and 
chicane, and falsehood pervade the ranks of men engaged in the law ; 
in fact, we almost look for them to do so. The unexpected daring of 
your attempt, in the face of interest, authority, talent, power, gives me 
even hope, and hope of a more wide expectation, that God is indeed 
preparing the way now for the fulfilment of promises of a glorious 
dispensation." 

This is from a clergyman, but I will not give his name,* as he casts 
well-merited shame on those lawyers who, because their clients expect 
it, will, for pay, lend themselves to intrigue, chicane, and falsehood 
(and betray innocent blood). My own conscience tells me how large 
such wickedness is ; my own experience has made me know what deep 

* I have a host of letters from educated learned men, offering io me by their 
reasoning every encouragement to persevere ; indeed, some praying me not to relax 
in my efforts. — F. L. j 
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distress it brings upon mankind ; and I hope to place the stamp of 
dignity on the soul within me by doing my very utmost to turn off 
from men the terrors of the law, so *' near a-kin to those of war,*' as 
Dr. Thorpe so justly observes. 

But why, I ask myself, are good men so backward in coming to oar 
public meetings ? a coldness so discouraging for me ! The position 
of the late Lord Whamcliffe towards myself was much the same as 
that of the late Sir Robert Peel in 1824 towards the Duke of Welling- 
ton, and is well pourtrayed in the following extract from the "Memoirs 
of the Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel :*' — " The Bishops were (as regarded 
Catholic emancipation) naturally indisposed (like the rich and power- 
ful Bankers of London appear naturally indisposed to give up law for 
equity), and the Duke's difficulties (like my own for Tribunals of Com- 
merce) appeared insuperable." Sir Robert, speaking of his own faith- 
fulness to the Duke of Wellington under such trying circumstances, 
uses language that I can most truthfully and faithfully adopt when I 
speak of the late Lord Wharncliffe*s noble and generous regard for my 
poor feelings at a time when vulcar-minded men desert a weak man in 
difficulties. " He well knew," said Sir Robert Peel, " that there would 
be nothing in the resignation of office half so painful to my feelings 
as the separation from him at a period of serious difficulty." May 
God, in his mercy, ever preserve me from the mockery of prayer 1 but 
never, never, never can I sufficiently, on my bended knee, thank Him 
for His great mercy to me, in that, when I desired to serve my fellow 
creatures I consented to allow all eyes (the public) to be turned upon 
my acts, that a way was ordained, by the Great Ruler of events, to 
give to me " unreserved communication," with such a man as the late 
Lord Whamcliffe, a man so far above the vulgarity and the common 
meanness of deserting a weak man (with a sound heart) when in diffi- 
culty. But such are the multitudes in all classes, although true 
enough, as H. R. H. Prince Albert told the citizens in 1851, '* man is 
approaching a more complete ftdfilment of that great and sacred mission 
which he has to perform in this world.*' Yes ! but the baseness of man 
in this day is never made more manifest than by the evidence we 
abundantly have by the public conduct of our city rich men, that the 
poor, in their opinion, deserve to be forsaken, however useful, as prac- 
tical men, they may be. 

On a false plea in 1852, one hundred and fifty gentlemen (*' a term 
of complaisance ") had banded themselves together, and had signed a 
paper which was carried round the City of London for my destruction. 
For a long time I tried in vain to induce the leader of the party seek- 
ing to destroy me to submit our dispute to arbitration, but I could not 
prevail on him to do so. At last ** I set a trap and caught him !" I 
sent to him a list containing the nam^s of 24 gentlemen, saying, jthat 
to any four I was ready to refer our dispute, and that he might have 
the choice of the first two. I had found out who his sugar-broker was, 
and another gentleman over whom he believed he had much influence, 
so 1 put the names of these two into the list, and he immediately fixed 
upon them. And after he had done this he gave to the latter gentle- 
man an order to copper one of his ships. Mi:. Montagu Gore and Mr. 
Henry Hanmer Leycester acted for me. I gained the day ; and as 
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the injury was duly ascertained to have been caused by sea- water ; 
and the captain made the requisite declaration that it was owing 
'* solely to tlie labouring of the ship and the gales encountered during 
thp NqjSige.** The loss amounted to 156dZ., or about 19 per cent. 
The i^nderwriters for some time took no notice of the claim, but after 
a lapse of three months announced that they would contest it. An 
action was accordingly brought against them in the Court of Queen's 
Bench. The ground of resistance was, that, instead of the sugar 
having been damaged by the voyagC) it was in a bad state at the 
time it was shipped. The bill of lading disproved this, since it certi- 
fied that the sugar had been ** shipped in good order and well-con- 
ditioned ; " but Lord Campbell ruled that '* this was no evidence at 
all against the underwriters,** and hence, as Mr. Engelhardt had not 
summoned from Bahia the shippers (who have since failed and left 
the place) or witnesses from the plantations where the sugar was 
grown, the jury declared the claim to be invalid, and the under- 
writers free from all liability. The case was especially hard, because 
on no interpretation of it should the loss have fallen upon the 
buyers of the sugar. Either the damage occurred during the voyage, 
and the underwriters were liable, or the sugar purchased of Messrs. 
Goodall, Chilton, and Co., on the faith of a clean bill of lading, was 
not what it was represented to be. Under these circumstances, Mr. 
Engelhardt has dravni up a narrative of the proceedings, pointing 
out to his brother merchants the serious results involved in the 
decision. The chief of these is, that it must for the future weaken aU 
reliance on the value of a clean hill of lading ; but there are also two 
other points of only slightly less importance — namely, the illus- 
tration it affords of the technical obstacles which may be interposed 
to the recovery of claims by buyers under policies of insurance on 
floating cargoes, and the way in which underwriters at Lloyd's will 
disregard or set aside the acts of their own public agents. " In this 
case," observes Mr. Engelhardt, " Lloyd's own agent at Amsterdam 
was a principal witness, and came over to England to testify to the 
perfect regularity of the survey, the sale, and all other proceedings 
in reference to the cargo, and to his firm belief in the justice of the 
claim." In conclusion, it is to be remarked that Mr. Engelhardt and 
his correspondents have been urged to appeal against the verdict, or to 
try a new action. With their experience of legal technicalities and 
delays, however ^ they shrink from a further expenditure of labour, time, 
and money, " If the underwriters, or any of them," they say, " are 
disposed to submit the case to practical commercial men, whose deci- 
sion would be prompt, just, and inexpensive, we are ready to join issue 
with tliem again, but not otherwise." 



The Report of the last Meeting, from the Morning Post, Saturday, 
10th May, 1866 :— 

Tribunal of Commebce Association. — A Select Meeting of this 
Association was held yesterday, at the London Tavern. Mr. Lyne, the 
Chairman, read the Report, from which we gathered that it is an Associa- 
tion for the improvement of the law, by establishing Tribunals of Coir 
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merce and Courts of Reconciliation for adjudicating on commercial 
matters in dispute, and that important benefits might result from these 
Arbitration and Reconcilement Courts, from their being composed of 
mercantile men — gentlemen of special qualifications, knowing the 
usages of commerce, the implied meaning in contracts, the techni- 
calities connected with trade, manufacturing processes, building, 
mining, navigation, marine insurance, and so forth, and who were more 
likely to anive at a just determination of commercial questions than 
others could possibly be. The most intelligent and acute of the com- 
mercial community might decide all their differences by arbitration, 
without having recourse to courts of law, like all the great commercial 
countries of Europe, like France, Malta, Belgium, Denmark, the 
island of St. Thomas, and other places where Tribunals of Commerce 
have long been established, and where the principles on which they 
act are found to be an advantage to the merchant, and a necessity for 
the due administration of justice. By this reform, when disputes took 
place, justice would be administered without the heavy costs of law 
courts ; simple contract debts, and all matters of account, especially 
those of partnerships, executorships, and trusteeships, could be decided 
in a week, and disputes about patents of inventions, involving, for the 
comprehension of each case, a knowledge of the principles of mechanics, 
hydraulics, or chemistry, would be satisfactorily settled. It was be- 
lieved that from the numerous parties of high standing that there were 
in the various money pursuits, there would be no difficulty in finding 
individuals capable of inspiring confidence as arbitrators on all special 
and technical questions. The Report advised that a general Act should 
be passed to give special powers to arbitrators, which would render a 
deed of submission unnecessary ; that lists of these authorised arbi- 
trators should be published, and that powers might also be given to 
judges in chambers, or county court judges, to decide in the earliest 
stage of a dispute, that it was a proper case for arbitration. As to the 
appointment of judges in Courts of Reconciliation, it was believed that 
the office might with advantage be established on a purely honorary 
footing, like the unpaid magistracy of the country. The Report further 
stated that, though the Committee had at first met with great diffi- 
culties, they had at length entirely overcome them, S{X\d that abundant 
success now crowned their labours. The petition they had presented 
to the House of Commons was signed by the Lord Mayor of London, 
the mayors of fifty towns, bankers of the highest importance in the 
country, lawyers who had been in practice for half a century, clergy- 
men representing all creeds, and the merchants, traders, and brokers 
of the City of London. The Report was unanimously adopted, moved 
by Mr. Thomas Aston, and seconded by Mr. George Reay. In reply 
to a question from Mr. Pritchard, High Bailiff of Southwark, the 
Chairman said that the objects sought by the Association were emi- 
nently practical — advice in its formation having been sought from 
some of the most eminent lawyers and statesmen; in fact. Lord 
Brougham had given the principles embodied in the Report. He also 
stated that the movement was extremely popular in the City of 
London. 

VVoodfall and Kinder, Printers, Angel Court, Skiuner Street, London. 
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.. :' soon as my success ^as known at Liverpool, a journal of that town, 
called the Liverpool Journal (7th Aug. 1859), kindly concluded its 
observations with the following words :— ** We are glad that the move- 
ment is again under Mr. LjTie's guidance." I captured all the papeis 
of my foes, and amongst them I found one that told me that they hsid 
committed the most abominable act on the 24th Dec. 185 1 , of writing 
a letter to Mr. Thomas Baring, very kindly, as the miniite book de- 
clares, "condemning Mr. Francis Lyne." I did condescend to ask 
one of the noble 150 how it came to pass that he had signed the pap^r 
against me ? (Wisdom is justified of her children !) He replied, " Togiet 
you out df the movement, for you will certainly sacrifice your health ?" 
** Health ! " I replied, •* but what is to become of my character ? I 
have a large family of children who are hound by God*s command to 
honour me ! Is it not my deepest concern to make this duty of theirs 
easy for them 1 " The good-natured man had nothing but good- 
natured arguments, and his charity shall cover his sin ! But where 
does sin end and charity begin in "the proud and wealthy city ?*' When 
one of the most leading, powerful, and influential bankers in the City 
of London had done me a grievous wrong, and had thereby multipliJBd 
ten-fold all my difiiculties, I Went to him antt asked him, " how he 
could have acted so cruelly and unjustly towards a man so weak in the 
City of London as myself?** He I'eplied, "I did it contrary to my 

judgment, and to please Mr. ." 1 Ought perhaps to say, it^as 

not Sir John Dean Paul, or the late Mr. Sadleir that Said this ; biit I 
emphatically repeat, a very leading and what is called "large City 
Banker," no friend to Tribunals of Commerce. We do not require 
such careless men, though he bfe a gentleman whom Lord Stanley 
would call " an eminent man," needfalidx our cause ! I will only ask 
if men — I do not care if they are " heads or tails ^*— act contrary to 
their judgments, to the injury of their neighbours, is that the time 
for charity to begin ? With this inquiry at least, " my health " is out 
of the question. All I can say is, if with them a great moral ques- 
tion must '^Originate'' (I think ''originate'' was Lord Stanley's 
word), I cannot tell how to calculate the time that my patience 
will be required to be exercised whilst I am desiring in the little 
dpan of life that may yet be left for me "to create some little 
sunny spot in memory — as a treasure — for a sick-bed rumination 
worth all the restoratives in the Pharmacopoeia,"* by the conviction 
that when I was in health I did, not spend all my time in thinking 
what a blessing Reconcilement and Arbitration Courts would be for 
Great Britain ! If " eminencej" is the word that is to be thrown across 
my path to impede my efforts to realise a great, public good, I really 
-mijst be allowed to raise the question, for what "eminent?" and 
•if those whom Lord Stanley, as 1 presume, calls " eminent " can face 
the question, then my poor child — " Tribunals of Commerce "-^must, 
I suppose, perish !— because the fashion will then be proved to be, in 
spite of Newgate and Hampstead Heath terrors, that ** eminent City 
nicn " may, for the purpose of serving a private feeling, act contmry 

"* The idea is borrowed from the letter of a lady addressed to the Chaiilmani of 
the Tribunal of Commerce Assoijiation: — F. L. J 
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to their judgment, and injure wbotntbey please witli the "strychnia"* 
of their tongues or plan§. Well, this ia to paint my future blacUy ! 
I shall do well, therefore, to preserve my motto healthy ("nil 
duperandum"), to keep in mind that in 1790 the majority agaimt 
Catholic emancipation was 189 voters — more than double the number 
when put together of all the London Bankers. What became of that 
" bully," that Hector, who once was dreaming there was no Achilles, 
nmply because George the Third bad said, " I have courage to give up 
my crown, and live in a cottage ; but I have not courage sufficient to 
grant Catholic emancipation ? " Words do not pluck up seeds ; the 
seed of Catholic emancipation was sown, and a Kinq could not root 
it up ! I would remind the proud lover of the law who spends all his 
thoughts in the City, over his counters and bis gold, — "intent upon 
his S per Ceuts., and indisposed to interrupt the 6ow of his proa- 
perily, by consenting that )us weaker neighbours live under the mild 
away of " equity ! " — that he is &cing the future. Well, George the 
Third died ; and what then ? George the Fourth then said, " The 
sentiments of my revered and excellent father are my own ; and I 

MSTEB OAK, and I NEVER WIU., DEVIATE FBOU THEM " — idle WOrds, 

o'er the little seed that had been sown ! The King reflected ! — 
youJooUth Banhera I — and what then ? On he came — one of England's 
proudest monarohs— with Wellington and Peel ou either side to tell 
the living, and E^es yet unborn, "wise men change theii minds — 
F0OI.8 HXTXB DO I " Catholic emancipation found that reason bowed to 
it. Chatterers, not responsible for consequences, no doubt say it was 
" ecneaTdice," not "reason" — the question must be left to the future 
for decision I Here will end my (in mercy!) HALF-told City history! 



T 1b th« Divinity that aUra within ui , 

T is Heaven itaeif tliat pointa out an bemfter. 

And intinmtra eternitj to man. — 

Eternity 1 Thoa pieaung, dretdful thought ■ 

Ttirough what new Bcenes and changes mnat we paes 1 

The wide, the unboanded proBpect Tiea before me 1 



FRANCIS LYNE. 



PEOM THE CITY ARTICLE OF THE "TIMES," 

Janvarff 22, 1868. 

A recent trial in the Court of Queen's Bench of an insurance case 

at Lloyd's has excited much attention, the verdict apparently being 

liUle calculated to increase the confidence of mercantile men, whether 

at home or abroad, in appealing to Snglish law upon points which 

depend in any way upon commercial custom. Mr. Engelhardt, of 

IiOndou, on account of the Ketherlands sugar refinery in Amsterdam, 

bought of Messrs. Goodall, Chilton, and Co,, a cargo of sugar which 

had just arrived off Plymouth from Bahia. On the cargo reaching 

Amsterdam it vres found to he damaged. Lloyd's agent at that place 

immediately took the usual steps on the part of the underwriters ; 

* A poison very difficidt to tnc& Palmer ma fonnd guilty. 
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